STRATEGIC POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE

Belfast
City Council

Subject: Request for use of City Hall grounds for various events in July 2026
Date: 20 March 2026

Reporting Officer: Nora Largey, City Solicitor and Director of Legal and Civic Services
Contact Officer: Christopher Burns, Interim Functions and Exhibition Manager

Restricted Reports

Is this report restricted? Yes No

Please indicate the description, as listed in Schedule 6, of the exempt information by virtue of
which the council has deemed this report restricted.

Insert number

Information relating to any individual
Information likely to reveal the identity of an individual

Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the
council holding that information)

Information in connection with any labour relations matter
Information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained

Information showing that the council proposes to (a) to give a notice imposing restrictions on a
person; or (b) to make an order or direction

Information on any action in relation to the prevention, investigation or prosecution of crime

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?

After Committee Decision
After Council Decision
Sometime in the future

Never

Is the decision eligible for Call-in? Yes | X No
1.0 Purpose of Report or Summary of main Issues

1.1 To consider requests from various clients for the use of City Hall grounds;

o Use of East & West lawns — USA 250 Concert — 4 July 2026 by Ulster-Scots Agency




e Use of Cenotaph and Garden of Remembrance — 13 July 2026 by County Grand
Orange Lodge of Belfast

e Use of East & West lawns — Orangefest — 13 July 2026 by County Grand Orange
Lodge of Belfast

2.0 Recommendations

2.1 The Committee is requested to:

1. Authorise the use of the specific areas of City Hall grounds on dates noted above.
2. Authorise the events to take place on the basis of submission of an event
management plan and risk assessment to ensure delivery of a safe public events.

3.0 Main report
Background Information

3.1 Members will be aware that requests for the use of City Hall are normally dealt with under
the authority delegated by the Committee to the Director of Legal and Civic Services using
criteria agreed for this purpose. Occasionally however, it is necessary to place such requests
directly before the Committee, and the requests set out below falls into this category.

Key Issues

3.2 A number of requests have been received for events over the summer 2026 period and this
report seeks to update members on larger events using City Hall grounds, due to the larger
scale of activities involved it is deemed necessary to seek Committee approval.

The Proposed events

3.3 The proposed events would take place in the specific areas of the grounds listed and
where possible other areas such as the Titanic Garden will remain open to the public.
Access to the City Hall building will only be limited when deemed necessary in the interests
of health and safety.

3.4 In each case, the organisers would be providing all stewarding/marshalling staff & first
aiders and would of course have to comply with the usual conditions including indemnities
for damage and submission of a formal event-management plan.

3.5 4 July 2026 - “USA 250 Concert”

The Ulster-Scots Agency, working with Entertainment Events Organisation (EEO) are
intending to host a concert on 4th July 2026 to mark the 250th Anniversary of the United
States Declaration of Independence. The event, financially supported by Belfast City
Council and Department for Communities aims to mark the occasion in a high-profile way.

The event will feature a range of artists including headline acts with connections to both




3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

Northern Ireland and the United States showcasing the musical talents as well as the
musical links between both. The event will run from approximately 6pm through until 10
pm. EEO will be working with a range of providers to manage the event on behalf of the
Ulster-Scots Agency including developing safety plans, booking artists, staging as well as
recruiting crew necessary for the event. They will also be working with partners around the
ticketing arrangements for the event.

13 July 2026 — Act of Commemoration

The County Grand Orange Lodge of Belfast seeks permission to access the Cenotaph within
the Garden of Remembrance at City Hall for their annual act of solemn commemoration as
part of their annual 12" July demonstration. The activity is planned to take place between

10am and 11lam and has been accommodated annually for many years without issue.

13t July 2026 — “Oranqgefest”

The County Grand Orange Lodge of Belfast seeks permission to again hold their

“Orangefest” event providing family activities in City Hall grounds as part of the wider 12
July demonstration. Activities will run from 11am until 3pm and will include jugglers, stilt
walkers, a bouncy castle and some food provision. No charges will be levied with a voucher
system in place for all attendees.

Financial & Resource Implications

There would be no further costs for the council as the various organisers would bear any/all
stewarding and equipment costs etc themselves and any funding in place has already been
agreed and allocated. The utilities costs on the day are of a very minor nature and the
normal event support in the form of electrical and water provision in the grounds will be
provided. There are no concerns from an asset management point of view, although the

organisers would be required to provide the usual insurances, indemnities, and obligations.

Equality or Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment

It is not envisaged that there will be any direct good relations, equality or rural needs

implications arising from this report.

4.0

Appendices — Documents Attached

None.




